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"The San Jacinto Waste Pits site was added to the National Priorities List (NPL) in
March 2008"  Also, you may want to use "hazardous" rather than dangerous.   You
may also want to use Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs) in the text.      thanks.   
▼ media summary for Vince Ryan

media summary for Vince Ryan

Patel,
Snehal
(CAO) 

to: Donn Walters, Barbara Nann 03/31/2010
12:28 PM

Donn and Barbara,

 
Vince Ryan will be interviewed by Comcast Interviewers on April 13.  By
this Friday, they have asked for a topic and short explanation on why it
is an important topic (3-5 sentences).  Vince and Terry have identified
San Jacinto Pits as the topic and they wanted me to run by the
paragraphs to make sure you are ok with them.  Below is the summary. 
Let me know what you think.

 
Dangerous Waste Pits in the San Jacinto River  - Public Warned Not to
Eat Fish and Crab

 
In Harris County, along the western bank of San Jacinto River just north of the
I-10, dangerous waste contaminated with a hazardous substance commonly
known as dioxin, lies partially submerged in waters from the 1960s when it was
dumped there by a paper mill company. .  

 
The waste pits are now part of a federal EPA program known as Superfund to
cleanup the site.  Until cleanup begins, dioxin continues to be released into the
San Jacinto River where it flushes throughout the waterways and becomes part
of the food chain.  Samples collected from sediment, water and  fish and crab 
tissues both upstream and downstream from the Site show elevated levels of
dioxins  above health-based benchmarks.  The ingestion of dioxin is known to
cause cancer, skin conditions, delay physical and neurological development and
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is known to have long-terms effects on the immune and reproductive systems.  

 
Harris County in coordination with the Environmental Protection Agency, the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, elected officials, a number of
state and federal agencies serving as Natural Resource Trustees, and Galveston
Bay Foundation, are actively working with the responsible companies -
International Paper and McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corporation, to take
immediate steps to contain the site while working on a longer term solution to
clean up the waste pits.  The local, state and federal agencies are also
collaborating together to help inform the public about hazards at the site and to
not eat fish and crab from these waters. 
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